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ON TRIAL 


On Sept. 6th,'83 begins the first of a series of political trials deal¬ 
ing specifically with issues of environmental protection, women's liberation, 
nuclear proliferation, civil rights, & militant resistance. People who work 
within the movements involved in each of those issues will be involved with 
the ongoing work around the trials, and all of us will obviously be affected 
by the outcomes. Because of the sheer scope of the issues involved, the re¬ 
levance of the trials to everyone cannot easily be imparted. For many people, 
even those of us already involved in political work, it is a new experience 
to be dealing with the law & courts & prisons firsthand. 














































But we must also see that in other countries, even other cities & other 
movements, the necessity of dealing with court trials & imprison¬ 
ment has become a common ingredient of all political work. In America, the 
Black, Native Indian, Chicano, & Puerto--Rican communities have fought long 
against the repression & imprisonment of their peoples. Even the labour 
movement now owes its strength to the history of the workers who confronted 
the power & law of the State head-on. For years throughout Europe & the U.S., 
radical activists have experienced arrests & trials as a result of protests 
against Western imperialism & militarism. Throughout the Third World,armies 
& death squads act against popular resistance movements. In Quebec, the FLQ 
experience taught many the awareness of the police & courts as enforcers of 
government & corporate policies. 

Virtually every nation in the world has its share of political prison¬ 
ers and murdered activists. And everyone throughout those nations whose 
lives have been touched by such struggles for freedom & justice have learned 
that power & force is used by the State yet it is called LAW. And then we 
are told there is a confrontation between the LAW & terrorism. So now we 
reach a situation where protest & resistance is labelled terrorism,the great¬ 
est emotive label to cripple protest & support ever invented by the inter¬ 
national government agencies. 

This all goes to attempt to explain the situation of the trials of the 
Vancouver 5. We have seen that the police attempt to propagandize the case 
as Law vs. terrorism yet we must resist that distortion. It is a political 
trial where there are very clearly opponents that envision & defend comp¬ 
letely different world views. We can look at how freedom-fighters were 
treated elsewhere & use that here. But we do realize that we face a complet¬ 
ely new set of conditions. Canada has had little experience with political 
trials of this nature, with the FLQ trials of a decade ago being the only 
exception. But to judge from the history of international protest movements, 
political arrests & trials in Canada will probably continue & become a more 
constant part of the fabric of our work. 

Symbolically, the relevance of the case is in the demonstration of our 
strength in showing that we do not hold as legitimate the power (legally 
sanctioned) that institutions, governments, corporations, police, courts 
etc. have over our lives. The relevance of the daily details of the trials 
is in how we manage to expose the corruption of the police...the destruct¬ 
iveness of BC Hydro & industrialization...the violent danger of Red Hot 
Video...the terrorism of Litton. Every effort must & will be done to put 
those operations on trial for their crimes against humanity. Every day 
though, we will face the reality that the State has these five activists on 
trial and their safety & future is of immediate concern to all of us & must 
be dealt with. People want this case to be made simple so they can under¬ 
stand it but that cannot be done. It is a complicated, expansive issue that 
people will have to grapple with from their own perspective, making their 
effort to understand & incorporate many different approaches & effects that 
this trial manifests. 














1st trial 

12 COUNTS •conspiracy to rob a Brinks armoured car 
•possession of restricted weapons 
•3 counts of vehicle theft 
• 4 counts of possession of stolen property 
(communication equipment, .guns, vehicles) 

•possession of explosives 
•breaking and entering 

The first of four trials in B.C. begins Sept.6. For that first week to 
10 days, defense counsel will be making a number of pre-trial submissions 
dealing primarily with the defendants'right to to. fair trial & the likeli¬ 
hood of getting that considering the general media hysteria so far. The im¬ 
propriety of the RCMP giving a press conference on Jan. 21 after the ban on 
publication of evidence will be discussed. The entire series of prejudicial 
press coverage will be documented. 

In a courtroom, the only hope for any impartiality toward the accused 
always rests with the jury. The 12 jurors will be the only ones with the 
power & openness to judge from an overall human perspective. The jury selec¬ 
tion process will likely begin during the second week. Sept. 12th, & it is 
difficult to say how many days it may last. 

Then begins the "voir dire", most likely a lengthy 6 week process in 
which the judge alone will determine whether or not the evidence is admis¬ 
sible. The trial proper (with witnesses, evidence etc.) looks to be starting 
sometime in October & continuing into January. 

This trial is extremely important because it sets the tone for the fol¬ 
lowing trials, in both atmosphere & sentencing. The prosecution has lumped 
all the more "criminal" charges into this first barrage in an unsuccessful 
attempt to depoliticize the trial & the defendants. 

2nd trial 

3 COUNTS • arson/firebombing of Red Hot Video, North Vancouver 
• arson/firebombing of Red Hot Video, Surrey 
•attempted arson of Red Hot Video, Port Coquitlam 

This trial is due to start sometime around January *84. A new jury will 
be selected for each of the trials. Any decision on the pre-trial motions 
will likely hold from the first trial. 

Because of the nature of these charges, the ground opens up for a strong 
presentation against pornography & Red Hot Video. A large portion of the tri¬ 
al will operate with a political defense... to "Put Red Hot Video on Trial". 
Feminist researchers & sociologists will be called to testify on the rela¬ 
tionship between pornography & violence against women & children. Women from 
the local anti—pornography movement will testify on the struggle to educate 
people & to shut down those sellers of hatred & enslavement. Many precedents 
will be set by this trial. 











3rd trial 

5 COUNTS • sabotage of B.C. Hydro Dunsmuir substation 

•possession of explosives with intent to cause damage to property 
•conspiracy to damage B.C. Hydro substations 

• conspiracy to damage Terry Fox Icebreaker (Gulf Oil ship to 
explore/exploit oil in Northern seas) 

• conspiracy to sabotage aircraft/equipment at Cdn. Forces Base, 

Cold Lake, Alb. (site of Cruise Missile testing) 

A very tentative date for this trial is March-April of '84. Again this 
will be a very political trial with B.C. Hydro, industrialization, & the 
nuclear arms race on trial for their crimes conspired & committed against 
the land & the people 1 . There will be evidence brought to light about the de¬ 
tails of how an energy corporation with international associations operates 

6 affects all it touches. Testimony from environmental activists will show 
the history of the opposition particularly to the Cheekye-Dunsmuir project 
which would ultimately see a nuclear power facility on Vancouver Island. 

4th trial 

•robbery of IGA 

The $50,000 robbery of a Vancouver IGA in Feb. 82 has been laid on 3 
of the 5 defendants. The trial should be brief. 

litton 

4 COUNTS • placing of explosive with intent to damage property of Litton Ind. 

• causing explosion (likely to cause serious bodily harm to persons) 
•conspiracy to damage property of Litton Systems 
•possession of explosives with intent to damage property 
After all 4 trials in B.C. are complete, the 5 will be taken to Toronto 
& tried for the Litton bombing. Perhaps it will be late spring, early summer 
by that time & the preliminary hearing & trial could last several months. 

The prosecution is stonewalling requests to have the evidence-to-date dis¬ 
closed to the defense lawyers. As each of the previous trials unfolds, light 
will be shed on how to proceed with the Toronto charges. 

to contribute support: 

* TRIAL - SEPT . 6th 10:00 a.m. Supreme Court, Carnarvon St., New Westminster 
Everyone is urged to attend even one day or half-day of the trial. 


*WRITE LETTERS to any of the 5 incarcerated: Julie Belmas, Ann Hansen, 
Gerry Hannah, Doug Stewart, Brent Taylor at: 

Oakalla Prison, Drawer "0", Burnaby B.C. V5H 3N4 

* FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS to the defense work: 

FREE THE VANCOUVER FIVE DEFENSE GROUP 
Account #91740-1 
C/0 CCEC Credit Union 

205 E. 6th Ave., Vancouver, B.C. V5T 1J7 

* ANY OTHER IDEAS/INFO to share, contact us at: 

Free the Vancouver Five Defense Group 
P.0. Box 48296, Bentall Station 
Vancouver, B.C. V7X 1A1 
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